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On July 26, National Steelworks Company (CSN) employees in Rio de Janeiro state decided to
continue their strike until August when a Superior Labor Tribunal ruling is scheduled on the
union's grievance. (See Chronicle 07/17/90, 07/26/90 for earlier coverage.) Violence broke out for
the third time at the Ford Motor plant in Sao Bernardo de Campo (Sao Paulo state). Employees had
returned to the plant to protest the company's decision to withhold wages of workers who had not
joined a strike initiated 46 days ago. In addition to shattering windows, and smashing machinery
and office furniture, the protesters ripped out telephones, and set fire to and destroyed the plant's
industrial relations building, restaurant and three automobiles. The rioting continued for nearly two
hours while Ford security guards looked on. Military police used tear gas and billy clubs to quell
the protest. According to the Jornal do Brasil (07/27/90), Jair Meneguelli, president of the United
Workers Confederation (CUT), was beaten by police. Workers responded by throwing rocks and
scrap iron at the police. On Friday, Ford management spokespersons announced that for the first
time since 1953, the plant will be closed down indefinitely. They said that damages caused by the
violence on Thursday brought total losses to $300 million since the strike began. On Thursday,
nearly 1,000 employees of the Verolme Shipyards accompanied by family members organized a
march on the Rio-Santos (Sao Paulo state) expressway to protest the company's decision to withhold
wages for the past two months. The protesters caused a three-kilometer long traffic jam on both
sides of the roadway. (Basic data from Jornal do Brasil, Folha de Sao Paulo, 07/27/90; O Globo
07/26/90, 07/27/90)
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